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KNIGHTS, CITIZENS AND BURGESSES IN PARLIAMENT ASSEMBLED. 



I N pursuance of an Act passed in the sixth year of His present Majesty’s 
Reign, intituled, “ An Act to provide for the repairing, maintaining and 
keeping in Repair, certain Roads and Bridges in Ireland,” it becomes our duty 
as Commissioners under said Act, to report, for the information of Parliament, 
a Statement of our Proceedings for the year ending the 25th December 1827. 

The district called the Central District, in the counties of Clare and Galway, 
continues to be maintained upon the system originally adopted, namely, that of 
day labourers with a superintendent ; and we have to report that this system has 
fully answered our expectations, having been found upon experience much more 
satisfactory than the principle of contract, to which we have been obliged to 
resort in other places. The cost of maintenance for the last twelve months on 
this district, as will be seen by the annexed Account, has exceeded by a small 
amount that of the preceding year ; this has been caused by the unusual wetness 
of the season, and a great increase of traffic, which the construction of those 
Roads has produced : we have much satisfaction, however, in stating that they 
are in good repair. The Road in Roscommon, comprised between Slievebawn 
and Eastersnon, upon which the same principle of maintenance has been adopted, 
is also in good order ; and notwithstanding the great thoroughfare thereon, has 
been maintained for a sum considerably less than that of the previous year. 

Since our last Report, several new lines of Roads in the counties of Galway, 
Leitrim and Roscommon, executed under the direction of Mr. Nimmo, were 
committed to our charge ; but in consequence of the Report made to us on then- 
relative situation by our Engineer, Mr. Killaly, we felt it our duty to commu- 
nicate to Government, that those works were in such detached portions, and the 
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length of the several divisions in general so trifling, that their maintenance, 
if undertaken by us upon such a principle as we had by experience found to be 
efficacious, would entail upon the public a very heavy expense ; that in the 
Central Division (county Clare) where one hundred and ten miles of Road were 
at once given up to us, we were enabled, from their concentrated position, to 
place them all under one Superintendent; that this principle could not be 
adopted with those Roads without involving the several counties in great expense, 
for the reasons stated ; and that letting the repairs to contractors, without the 
control of a resident officer, could not well be recommended ; we therefore sug- 
gested that the Engineer should be called on to maintan those several divisions 
until he had completed the numerous Roads under execution, in such groups as 
would enable us, upon getting possession of them, to form proper establishments 
for their maintenance. Upon a representation to this effect being made to the 
Engineer, he reported that he was not provided with funds for the purpose ; and 
Government having, in consequence, intimated their wish that we should at once 
take the Roads in question under our charge, we acted in obedience thereto, 
and entered into contracts for their maintenance. This we trust will be only a 
temporary measure ; and we look forward before the period of our next annual 
Report, to have such an extended and continuous District delivered up to us, in 
that part of the country, as will admit of an establishment similar to that in the 
Clare District. 

The Road in the county of Mayo, leading from Swineford to Killala, remains 
still under a contract, owing to its detached situation ; and the difficulty we have 
experienced in upholding it, affords an additional proof to us of the disadvantages 
resulting from that principle of maintenance. 

Towards the close of the year, a large extent of Roads, executed under the 
direction of Mr. Griffith, Government Engineer, was placed in our charge, 
comprising upwards of one hundred miles, and situated in the counties of Cork, 
Limei’ick and Kerry; the breadth of those Roads varies from twenty-four to 
thirty-two feet. We have received a Report of their condition and relative 
situation from Mr. Killaly, who has lately inspected the District, and who 
speaks favourably of the manner in which they have been constructed. Up to 
the period of his Report, however, there has not been time to carry into effect 
the system which we had contemplated for their maintenance. 

JAMES SAURIN. 

J. TRENCH. 

HENRY R. PAINE. 

JOHN RADCLIFF. 

Navigation Office, Dublin, 

8th March 1828. 
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